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On the Progressive and Conservative Aspects of French Peasantry in the Process of Modernization

LIU Shu-zeng
(Research Center of Modern World History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The issue of peasantry is the key question in the process of the transformation from traditional society into mod-
ern society. In the process of modernization, French peasantry has both the characteristic of being progressive and conser-
vative in the economical reformation and political revolution. From the latter half of the nineteenth century, on the basis
of the raise of the throughput of substance and ability of commodity exchange, the style of production and life of French
peasantry have been transformed and gradually turned into modern people. This is of certain significance to the construc-
tion of Chinese agricultural modernization.
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