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“Xing”as Hailing: A Reinterpretation of a Basic Concept in Chinese Traditional Poetics

LU Zheng-lan

(Modern Chinese Poetry Research Institute , Southwest University, Chongqging 400715, China)

Abstract . “Xing” is a basic concept in traditional Chinese poetics. It has been receiving serious attention since two thou-
sand years ago. Yet there is hardly any agreement for many questions concerning it. This paper suggests that “Xing” is a
stylistic feature of lyrics and proposes to examine it in the song-writing from ancient time till today. The fundamental
structure of lyrics is hailing and responding. and “Xing” could be regarded as a kind of hailing. The purpose of hailing is
to be responded by the text that follows. In this sense, its position must be at the beginning of the lyric, and it could
serve all kinds of side functions such as “giving the rhyme”, “depicting the setting”, “naming the tune” etc, and by no
means it has to be metaphorical. Viewed in this way, many unsolved questions could perhaps be satisfactorily answered.

Key words: “Xing”; metaphor; lyric; hailing and responding
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love you until die. #4045 5540 K, P8 708 1 5 “One two three four, we don’t want the war, "2 H B A%, H—E 2K L%H, 2 Jemmy
Miles # % £ 1 H1“Rock Around the Clock”. “One, two three o’clock,/ Five, six, seven o’clock, / Eight o’ clock rock, / Nine ten elev-

en o’clock/, Twelve o’clock rock, /We ’re gonna rock, /around the rock to night.”



